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CONFIDENTIAL MASERU 1933 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: SHUM, LT (MOLAPO, MOOKI V.) 

SUBJECT: CONFERENCE TO COMBAT RACISM AND RACIAL DISCRIMINATION 
REF: GENEVA 13371, 

1 . CHARGE SPOKE WITH MINISTER OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY M.V. 

MOLAPO WHO CHAIRED THE CONFERENCE TO COMBAT RACISM AND RACIAL 
DISCRIMINATION AND GOT HIS REACTION TO THE CONFERENCE RESULTS. 
MOLAPO EXPRESSED BITTERNESS AT THE WEO WALKOUT AND CONDEMNED THE 
U.S. FOR INCITING THIS ACTION. HE SAID THERE WAS NO QUESTION OF A 
ZIONISM-RACISM LINK BEING REITERATED AT THE CONFERENCE AND THAT 
THE WEO'S HAD WALKED OUT SIMPLY OVER THE "MENTION" OF ISRAEL. 

MOLAPO SAID THAT, QUITE APART FROM ZIONISM AS RACISM, ISRAEL IS 

IN FACT GUILTY OF RACIAL DISCRIMINATION. HE ALLEGED THAT JEWS 
OF ARAB ORIGIN, FOR INSTANCE, ARE TREATED AS SECOND CLASS CITIZENS 
AND ARE FORBIDDEN TO OWN PROPERTY IN CERTAIN AREAS OF THE COUNTRY. 
MOLAPO DEPLORED WHAT HE REGARDED AS U.S. SLAVISH COMMITMENT 
TO DEFENDING ISRAEL FROM CONDEMNATION ON ANY GROUNDS IN 
INTERNATIONAL FORA. 
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2. IN WHAT APPEARED TO BE AN ATTEMPT TO EMPHASIZE AFRICAN EVEN- 
HANDEDNESS, MOLAPO ALLEGED THAT THE AFRICANS AT THE CONFERENCE 
DENOUNCED THE ARABS FOR ALLEGEDLY PROVIDING DOLLARS 200 MILLION 
IN DEVELOPMENT CREDITS FOR MATANZIMA OF TRANSKEI. WHEN THE CHARGE 
EXPRESSED INCREDULITY ON THIS POINT, MOLAPO REPEATED THE ALLEGATION 
WITH VEHEMENCE AND VOICED HIS OWN CONDEMNATION OF THE ARABS FOR 
LENDING FINANCIAL SUPPORT TO SOUTH AFRICA'S FIRST BANTUSTAN 
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CREATION. 

3. COMMENT: THE WEO WALKOUT WITH ITS CONSEQUENT UNDERMINING OF 
CONFERENCE OBJECTIVES AND THE POOR REFLECTIONS ON HIS CHAIRMANSHIP 
HAVE EMBITTERED MOLAPO. WE ATAINED OUR OBJECTIVE OF PREVENTING A 
REITERATION OF ZIONISM AS RACISM BUT IT IS REASONABLE TO ASSUME 
THAT - WHETHER JUSTIFIED OR NOT - WE HAVE LOST THE SYMPATHY OF 
AN INFLUENTIAL GOL MINISTER. 

3. APPRECIATE ASSESSMENT OF MOLAPO'S NON-PERFORMANCE PROVIDED 
REFTEL. 

STOKES 
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